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Abstract

This article is part of a research on social capital and economic strength of Chinatown

community. The objectives of this study were 1) to study the status of social capital that affects the
economic strength in Chinatown community, 2) to study the composition of the social capital that
strengthens the economy in Chinatown community, and 3) to study the method of applying social
capital used to strengthen the economy in Chinatown community. This study was based on the
qualitative research approach. The data were collected from documents and in-depth interviews with
15 key informants.

The results of this research reveal that the sodial capital status that affects the economic
strength in the Chinatown community is the norm dimension by complying with regulations to preserve
the culture and traditions of the community. The trust dimension is a commercial credit partners are
honest with one another and trust each other. Network dimension can be seen from the group activities
together resulting in strength of the community. Using components of social capital in the Chinatown
community, such as the kinship system culture and traditions, values, and knowledge of wisdom is
factor that contributes to economic strength. As the methods of using social capital to strengthen the
economy in the community at the family level, the research shows that the children are taught to
comply with regulations. They have morality, ethics, trust, and can transfer the knowledge and wisdom
for self-reliance at the community level. Also, the research shows that community leaders are trusted
by community members creating network norms to help and to improve the community at the group

or organization level. There is integration on trust and it is a social network under the same nom rules.

Keywords: Social Capital, Economic Strength, Community
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