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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the philosophy and concepts related to
disability studies in the context of current tourism trends. The importance of tourism,
disability rights, emerging trends of disability tourism, fundamental idea of disability
studies associated with travelling and tourism, and barriers faced by disabled tourists
were studied and discussed. The results suggested that the emerging trends of disability
tourism mainly focused on the following: 1) disability rights, 2) disability tourism market
and disability rights, 3) disability tourism standards and measures. It was also found that
the concepts of disability tourism could be divided into medical and social models.
Considering medical model, tourism and recreation were applied as a tool to treat and
rehabilitate disabled tourists physically and mentally. This model appeared mostly in
the context of sport science. As for the social model, it could be categorized into two
dimensions. The first dimension focused on disadvantage and inequality among people
with disabilities without mentioning medical issues. On the other hand, the second
dimension emphasized the social relationship among people with disabilities and also
placed an importance on disabling barriers that obstructed the participation of disabled
tourists. This model adopted medical methods to explore the demand for supportive

equipment and facilities of people with different disabilities.

Keywords: Disability Tourism, Disability Study, Disabling Barriers
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