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Abstract

This paper aims to provide an understanding about the formation of civil society
organizations in the Southem part of Thailand who oppose the development projects of the
Thai Government through Michel Foucault’ s concept of civil society. According to this concept, it
would be possible to recognize how modern government exercises bio - power or micro - level
power that formulates the subjectivity of individuals that are coincided with expectations of the
government. Because the government desires to exert more control over the populations/space,
in return, this encourages the formation of civil society or civil actor who is an active agent in the
community. These individuals are able to effectively negotiate with the government,
conscientiously preserve and use their local resources, and successfully delay the development
projects for the benefit of their community and future generations. This paper, with qualitative
methodology, will provide four examples of the governmental schemes that lead to the formation
of a competent civil society in the Southern Thailand, which are Thepha Thermal Power Station,
Songkhla Il deep - sea port, Pak Bara deep - sea port, and Krabi power plant project. These four
development projects represent governmental power to conduct of people conduct which the
more they are under power, without realization, the more they oppose the projects. Finally, we
hope that this paper will urge people to witness a new form of social movements in the modern
society.
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