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Abstract

The aims of this research were to study shallots farmers’ produce and market
potential, and their problems and needs, in order to develop their production and marketing
and to develop a farmers’ network for production and marketing in Tungyung Sub-district,
Lablae District, Uttaradit Province in Thailand. The population consisted of 78 shallot farmers
in that area. The target groups were 30 farmer leaders and government representatives. The
tools consisted of a questionnaire and focus group discussion guidelines. Statistics included
frequency, percentage, and content analysis. The results revealed the following. 1) The
potential for shallot production was better than seen in the marketing. The shallot yield per
rai was high and of good quality; however, the potential for shallot marketing was at a low
level because the farmers did not know the standard prices—they sold shallots in bulk
without grading through middlemen. 2) There was a production problem in terms of the
reduction of the number of shallot farmers, the reduction of vyield per rai, and higher
production costs. The problem of marketing was that the vyield prices were fixed by
middlemen and at a low level. 3) The results of network development included a group of
42 registering farmers that were trained to reduce production costs and to prepare for
standardized safe food production through continuous sharing of knowledge and experience
with external agencies. Provincial agricultural extension officers and commercial extension
officers should encourage farmers to produce and market their shallots practically and

continuously.

Keywords: Shallot Farmers, Network Development, Shallot Production and Marketing
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