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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the characteristics and conditional factors
of social capital that contribute to harmony in multi-religious societies and to investigate the
dynamics and consequences of social capital management. The qualitative research methods: in-
depth interviews, focus group discussion, and observation were mainly employed in this research.
The results showed that (1) the characteristics of social capital included acceptance and trust in
people of other religions, handed-down reciprocity, and community development gathering. The
conditional factors of social capital were topography that forced people to be interdependent,
community reputation, community discourse (“Kon Tsaikhao”), common language, sacred beliefs,
network size, and kinship; (2) the dynamics and consequences of social capital management were
social capital creation, maintenance, and development. The Buddhist religious leaders played
dominant roles in social capital creation during 1961-1996 by using their large network and ties of
kinship to connect the community members with each other. The governmental organizations
started to take solid action on social capital creation and maintenance in 1987 and have provided
financial support for community development gatherings ever since. Considering the role of local
leaders in social capital maintenance, they established the community norm that the position of
village headman should be rotated among those who follow different religions.

Keywords: Dynamic, Social Capital Management, Multi-Religious Societies
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