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Abstract

In 1953 China began implementing its first five-year economic and social
development plan. Currently it has been implementing the 12th five-year plan and is
formulating the 13th five-year plan (2016-2020). Its twelve economic and social plans
can be divided into three periods. The first period covers the 1st- the 5th plans (1953-
1980). The plans were formulated and strictly implemented in accordance with the
socialist system. The second period included the 6th — the 10th plans (1981-2005).
These plans focused on stimulating economic development to enhance the economic
growth. The third period encompassed the 11th - the 13th plans (2006-20200 and
focused on sustainability of economic and social stability and environmental
development. The 13th five-year plan is considered very important because in 2020 the
two out of three phases of the implementation of the developmental strategic plan will
end and the centennial anniversary of the foundation of the Communist Party of China
will be celebrated. However, China will face challenges both internally and externally.
Internal factors are, for example, social inequality, environmental issues, etc. External
factors are, for example, the slowdown of global economy, political and national
security issues such as the South China Sea conflict. All these challenges affect the
implementation of the 13th five-year economic and social development plan and

directly affect China’s sustainable development.

Keywords: Five-year Plan of Economic and Social Development, The 13th Five-year
Plan, Sustainable Development
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