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Abstract

Livelihood forms an important component of people’s way of life in rural
communities in Thailand. It is often focused on agriculture, utilization of natural resources
and local wisdom which may differ depending on community contexts. Rural sustainable
livelihoods associate with abilities of rural people to manage their various assets to reduce
vulnerabilities and to improve their standard of living in a long term within specific local
contexts. This study is a qualitative research aiming to: 1) investigate contexts of selected
rural communities by focusing on problems and vulnerabilities faced by community
members in a condition of rapid change; 2) find out community-based development
movements and livelihood adaptation of rural people; and 3)identify the effects of
community-based development on livelihood improvement among rural people in the
face of g¢lobalization as well as analyze livelihood sustainability. Findings from a
documentary study in 3 successfully developed rural communities and located in different
regions of the country reveal that the community-based development approach is highly
suitable for enhancing livelihood improvement to solve community problems,
corresponding to local contexts, leading to sustainability. Additionally, it helps to uplift
and to secure the standard of living of rural community members through the creation of
the community welfare system. This is possible mainly due to their ability to make their
living based on local resources. Meanwhile, local good production and services are
developed dynamically, and local communities can interact creatively with external
markets and networks. At the same time, it also urges community members to realize the
values of conserving local natural resources and to adapt themselves to changing situations
affected by globalization.

Keywords: Community-based Development, Livelihood, Sustainability, Rural Thailand
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