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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the development discourse in Ko Bulon
Don Community, Tambon Pak Nam, La-ngu District, Satun Province. The data of this qualitative
study were collected through observations and in-depth interviews with 11 key informants, and
the data were then classified into categories, decoded, interpreted, concluded, and presented
as analytical descriptions. The results revealed that the discursive practice of power was based
on reasons for righteousness of state practice that it is the state’s right to manage and set rules
for people to accept and comply with. The practice in development discourse has functioned
through representatives of institutes, which were Pak Nam Tambon Administrative Organization,
the Royal lIrrigation Department, and Ministry of Energy. Nevertheless, villagers did not have
opportunity to participate in building or expressing their opinions on some community
development projects. As a result, some development projects for Ko Bulon Don lacked
continuous coordination from people in the community. Displays of logos of the institutes or
agencies that campaigned or publicized the development projects indicated their ownership of
the projects. Therefore, in practice, the institutes and agencies did not actually function in the
development according to the meaning that people understood, but these institutes and
agencies functioned to control the projects so that the community that was the target of the
development became part of the institutes and complied with the standards set by the

institutes.

Keywords: Development Discourse; Community Development; Bulon Don Community
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