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From “Field Factory” to Global Market:

Journey of the Onion

Supunnee Somsrisai
Master Student, Master of Arts Program in Social Development,
ASEIAUITNT U1 INIBENTea 9

Abstract

With the expansion of globalizing food system, small farmers in Thailand
have been incorporated into the agricultural commodity production cycle. This
study focuses on small farmers in Ban San Pong, Mae-wang in Chiangmai where
farmers are producing onions for sale to both domestic market and Japanese
market. The objectives are to understand the relation adjustment among onion
production networks.

The research found that the relationship between merchants/ companies
and farmers is reflected. These merchants/companies become important agents in
controlling farmers’ production called, Luk Suan system that will be controlled
and managed by brokers. In the system, that merchants and companies never
support any materials to farmers and they don’t have bargain between them and
farmers. However, brokers have a role of providing production materials and
assembling products with several of relationships between them and the farmers,

such as, relative, neighbor, and even obligated.

Keywords: Network; Onion; Relationships; Small Farmers

This article is a part of Master’s degree thesis. The Practice Mechanism of Commercial
Agriculture and Farmer’s Negotiation in the Onion Production Network. Master of Arts Program

in Social Development, Chiang Mai University
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International Trade Promotion, 2010).
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